SAPHILA 2007
CALL  FOR  PAPERS

Why should you respond to this Call for Papers?
Driven by business demands for flexibility, agility and improved business performance in conjunction with the emergence of inter-operability standards together with technology advancements, our industry is going through the most significant transition since the emergence of departmental computing and client-server architectures. 
Business Process Management, enabled by Service Oriented Architectures, will reshape our business landscapes like never before. 

This affects all of us; business people looking for new and better ways to make money and grow their businesses, government officials looking to deliver services, technologists looking for ways to squeeze more out of IT budgets, individuals contemplating the impact that new ways of designing and running systems will have on their careers.

Our world is awash with change and there is much to learn as we equip ourselves for the challenges and opportunities of the decade ahead.

Who better to learn from than your peers who are in the midst of these challenges with you? 
Who better to teach and inform than you, who finds yourself in the thick of these changes and developments?
Each of us has a responsibility to make our own contribution to the up-liftment of the African economy through the effectiveness and efficiency of our organisations. By contributing your knowledge and sharing your expertise with your peers and colleagues at SAPHILA 2007 you can fulfill this responsibility and showcase your accomplishments.
The leadership of the SAP Africa User Group and SAP Africa thus urges you to step up to the plate and seize this opportunity to make a contribution to the SAP community by responding to this Call for Papers
What are we looking for? 

The SAPHILA Conference will have, broadly, two streams of content:

· A Business Value Oriented Stream: targeted at business management and line-of-business people who are interested in value that applications can bring to the different industries and disciplines.

· A Technology Oriented Stream: targeted at technologists and architects who have to deliver on the business needs, devise and govern appropriate architectures and implement the technologies required.

We are looking for practical, educational and informative presentations from within the African SAP eco-system based on your experiences with SAP solutions. As a potential speaker, we would like you to focus on how your message adds to the ‘take home’ value of delegates.
Potential Topics

As a guide to the topics which could be covered, the following are some ideas:
· HCM Human Capital Management – Talent management, HCM Analytics, Workforce Management, Process Integration
· Use of NetWeaver to integrate third party software with SAP software.
· ERP implementation in a particular industry – highlighting some of the more innovative aspects (Retail, Mining, Banking, etc).
· Financial Supply Chain Management
· Enterprise asset management 

· Customer project experience using xAPPs (xMII. xPD stc)

· SRM – strategic sourcing, e-sourcing RPx and auctions, contract management, operational procurement and catalogues, master data management in a supply context.,  

· CRM – sales, service, marketing, call centre and e-commerce web-site projects

· SCM – Advanced planning / APO, warehouse management, transport management, inventory management projects.
· Business intelligence, Portals and reporting.
· Knowledge worker (use of Duet etc) projects.
Guidelines

· Do not use your speaker slot as a platform for a company marketing or product punt. Your overall approach should be one of information transfer rather than company or product promotion as delegates respond far more favorably to this approach.

· Whilst SAP Partners (SIs, ISVs, Hardware, Complementary Software, Special Expertise etcetera) are more than welcome to submit papers this must be done in conjunction with at least one customer and there must be at least a 50% customer representation within the delivery of the paper

· Your presentation should be prepared for 30 – 35 minutes (15 to 18 content slides) to allow time for questions and discussion.

· Include formal case studies and real anecdotes on user experiences wherever possible
· Make sure your slides are not too “busy” in terms of information and / or graphics and that text is large enough to be seen from the back of the room.

· We will require a brief (no more than 200 words) abstract of your presentation consisting of a one page abstract to include the author(s) name(s), company, titles, the topic selected, presentation title, presentation focus, the material covered in the presentation as well as two attendee benefits. 

· We will also require a brief (no more than 100 words) speaker biography. This will be used by the session chairman as a speaker introduction.
· The quality of papers, topic relevance, innovative way of presentation and timely submission, will be screened and evaluated by the SAPHILA 2007 Committee, who will draw up the final agenda structure.

· The SAPHILA organizers will cover the cost of travel, accommodation and the conference fees for those speakers who are bona fide, full-time employees of SAP customer organizations.
· Closing date for submission of papers is Friday 27th July 2007
Timings
The dates and draft outline for the event, to be held at the Cape Town International Convention Centre are as follows:

	Friday 27th July
	· Deadline for submissions to this Call for Papers

	Monday 17th September
	· Completion of submission adjudication by committee. 

	Sunday 4thth November
	· Arrival & registration

· Golf day

	Monday 5th November
	· Arrival & registration

· SAP AG Executive Keynote

· SA Ministerial Keynote
· Presentations and Exhibition

· Workshops and Meet the Experts

· Evening Events

	Tuesday 6th November
	· SA Business Leader Keynote

· SAP Technology Keynote

· Presentations and Exhibition

· Workshops and Meet the Experts

· SAP Celebration Evening Event

	Wednesday 1st October
	· Departure 


TERMS & CONDITIONS 
· Persons submitting an abstract are doing so with the understanding that they agree to abide by the conditions, deadline policies and the decisions of the organising committee. 

· Once the submission has been accepted by the organising committee, the accepted speaker agrees that this presentation shall be used exclusively for the SAPHILA 2007 Conference and that only once it has been presented at this conference may it be presented at other such events. 

· If for any reason an accepted speaker is subsequently unable to attend the Conference, substitutions will NOT automatically be accepted and the paper and substituted presenter shall be placed on a waiting list and accepted solely at the discretion of the Speaker Selection Committee. 

· Presentations must be in PowerPoint and utilise the standard conference template provided by the SAPHILA 2007 Steering Committee
· Under no circumstances should the conference's podium be used as a place for direct promotion of a speaker’s product, service or for monetary self-interest. For speakers wishing to take up an additional opportunity of a sales promotion/demonstration an exhibition of products and services runs alongside the conference. 
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